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The Arts Learning Area | Common syllabus elements | Year PP-10 1 

THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

The Arts: Pre-Primary 

Exploring ideas and 
improvising with ways 
to represent ideas 

Use of stimuli to explore movement 
ideas to create simple dance 
sequences 

Use of stimuli (photos, sounds or 
music) to develop dramatic action 
about the real and imagined worlds 

Exploration and experimentation 
with images, with or without text, to 
communicate messages 
 
Familiarisation of signs and symbols, 
including logos and icons, that have 
meaning and purpose 

Improvisation with voice, 
movement and play to explore and 
create music ideas 
 
Use of symbols, pictures and 
movement and relevant technology 
to explore and share music ideas 

Exploration of, and experimentation 
with, the visual art elements of 
shape, colour, line and texture 
 
Exploration of natural and  
man-made materials when creating 
artwork 

Developing skills and 
processes 

Exploration of, and experimentation 
with, two (2) elements of dance 

 Body: 
 body awareness (awareness of 

body in space in relation to 
objects) 

 body zones (whole body 
movements) 

 body bases (feet) 

 Space: 
 levels (medium) 
 direction (forward, backward) 
 personal space 
 shape (straight, curved) 

to create dance sequences 
 
Locomotor (walking, skipping, 
running) and non-locomotor 
movements (twisting, bending, 
turning, swaying) to develop body 
control and coordination 
 
Safe dance practices, including being 
aware of personal space 

Exploration and experimentation of 
two (2) elements of drama: 

 voice (loud, soft) 

 movement (big, small) 
to create drama 
 
Simple stories based on stimuli and 
available technologies 
 
Development of improvisation skills 
(accepting offers) to develop 
dramatic action 

Exploration and experimentation 
with the codes and conventions of 
media: 

 technical (capturing, selecting and 
arranging images) 

 symbolic (objects, colour) 
to produce media work 
 

Development of aural skills by 
exploring the elements of music, 
including: 

 rhythm (sound, silence; long, 
short; steady beat) 

 tempo (fast, slow) 

 pitch (high, low; pitch direction; 
distinguish between speaking and 
singing voice) 

 dynamics (loud, soft) 

 form (same, different; echo 
patterns) 

 timbre (exploration of sounds 
produced on percussion 
instruments) 

to create music 

Development of artistic skills 
through experimentation with: 

 shape (familiar shapes; simple 2D 
shapes) 

 colour (primary colours, 
secondary colours) 

 line (curved, straight, wavy, 
zigzag) 

 texture (familiar objects) 
to create artwork 
 
Exploration of tactile techniques, 
such as block printing, clay work or 
collage 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Sharing the arts 
through performance, 
presentation or display 
for an audience 

Performance of improvised 
movements that communicate ideas 
to an audience 
 
Performance skills (facing the 
audience) when presenting dance  

Performance of improvised drama 
that communicate ideas to an 
audience 
 
Performance skills (facing the 
audience) when sharing drama with 
peers 

Production of images and/or signs 
and symbols in a media work to 
communicate a message for a 
purpose 

Improvisation and practise of music 
(singing, playing, moving) for a 
specific purpose and a familiar 
audience 
 
Development of performance skills 
(singing chants, songs and rhymes, 
and playing classroom instruments 
in tune and in time) 

Use of a variety of techniques, to 
create 2D and 3D artwork inspired 
by personal experiences, ready for 
display 
 
Sharing artwork with others 

Responding to and 
interpreting the arts 

Audience behaviour (being 
attentive, responding appropriately) 
to dance 
 
Different places and special 
occasions where people dance 
 
Personal responses to dances they 
view and make 

Audience behaviour (being 
attentive, responding appropriately) 
when viewing drama 
 
Different places and occasions 
where drama is seen or heard in the 
community 
 
Personal responses to drama they 
view and make 

Responses to images that 
communicate messages in the 
community and use different 
features to capture an audience 
 
Personal responses to media work 
they view and produce 

Audience behaviour (being an 
attentive listener) during 
performances 
 
Different places and occasions 
where music is experienced 
 
Personal responses to music they 
listen to and make 
 

Appreciation of where and how 
artwork is displayed in the local 
community 
 
Personal responses and feelings 
about artwork they view and make 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

The Arts: Year 1 

Exploring ideas and 
improvising with ways 
to represent ideas 

Exploration and improvisation of 
movement ideas to create simple 
dance sequences 

Use of dramatic action to sequence 
events to communicate an idea or 
message 

Exploration and experimentation of 
images, sounds and text to 
communicate ideas and tell stories 
 
Use of familiar signs and symbols, 
including logos and icons, used in 
different contexts  

Improvisation with sounds, simple 
pitch and rhythm patterns to create 
music ideas 
 
Use of symbols, notation, 
movement and relevant technology 
to explore and communicate music 
ideas 

Exploration of, and experimentation 
with, the visual art elements of 
shape, colour, line, space and 
texture 
 
Exploration of different materials, 
media and/or technologies, when 
creating artwork 

Developing skills and 
processes 

Exploration of, and experimentation 
with, three (3) elements of dance 

 Body: 
 body awareness (awareness of 

body in space in relation to 
objects) 

  body zones (whole body 
movements, moving different 
parts of the body) 

  body bases (feet, knees) 

 Space: 
 levels (medium, low) 
 direction (forward, backward) 
 personal space and general 

space 
 dimensions (big, small) 
 shape (straight, curved, angular) 

 Time: 
 tempo (fast, slow) 

to create dance sequences 
 

Exploration and experimentation of 
three (3) elements of drama: 

 voice (loud, soft, varying loud and 
soft) 

 movement (big, small; use of facial 
expressions) 

 role (fictional character) 
to create drama 

 
Use of known stories and personal 
experiences to create drama with 
simple objects and available 
technologies 
 
Improvisation skills (contributing to 
the progression of action) to develop 
dramatic action 

Exploration and experimentation 
with the codes and conventions of 
media: 

 technical (capturing, selecting and 
arranging images) 

 symbolic (objects, colour) 

 audio (selecting and capturing 
sounds to create a mood or 
feeling; loudness and softness) 

 written (adding text) 
to produce media work 

Development and consolidation of 
aural skills by exploring the 
elements of music, including: 

 rhythm (difference between beat 
and rhythm; terminology and 
notation: graphic and standard  

I,  , Z) 

 tempo (getting faster, getting 
slower) 

 pitch (explore a limited pitch set) 

 dynamics (use terminology and 
symbols for loud (forte, f) and soft 
(piano, p)) 

 form (echo patterns, call and 
response) 

 timbre (recognition of familiar 
sounds produced by instruments, 
voice and sound sources) 

to create music 
 

Development of artistic skills 
through experimentation with: 

 shape (geometric shapes) 

 colour (mixing primary colours to 
create secondary colours) 

 line (broken, jagged, dashed) 

 space (background, foreground) 

 texture (changes in texture; 
transfer of texture) 

to create artwork 
 
Exploration of techniques and art 
processes, such as mixed media, 
colour mixing or drawing 

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=character
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Developing skills and 
processes 

Locomotor (walking, skipping, 
running) and non-locomotor 
(twisting, bending, turning, swaying) 
movements to develop body control, 
coordination and strength  
 
Safe dance practices, including 
respecting others in the dance space 

    

Sharing the arts 
through performance, 
presentation or display 
for an audience 

Performance of planned and 
improvised dance sequences that 
express feelings, ideas and 
experiences to an audience 
 
Performance skills (facing and 
looking out into the audience) when 
presenting dance 

Performance of planned and 
spontaneous drama that expresses 
feelings, moods, ideas and 
experiences to an audience 
 
Performance skills (performing 
towards the audience, raising chin 
for good eye lines) when sharing 
drama with peers 

Production of media through the 
selection and editing of sound, text 
and images, to communicate an idea 
or story to an audience 
 

Practise of their own and others’ 
music to perform for an audience 
 
Development of performance skills 
(singing in tune, moving and playing 
classroom instruments with correct 
timing) 

Use of visual art elements and 
techniques, to create 2D and 3D 
artwork, that communicate an idea 
to an audience 
 
Display of artwork 

Responding to and 
interpreting the arts 

Audience behaviour (being attentive, 
responding appropriately) to dance  
 
Different types of dance and when 
these dances are used 
 
Personal responses, expressing ideas 
and feelings about dances they view 
and make 

Audience behaviour (paying 
attention to the development of a 
story) when viewing drama 
 
Different places where drama is 
performed 
 
Personal responses expressing ideas 
and feelings to key moments in 
drama they view and make 

Different media work that convey 
messages (advertisements on 
television, billboards, digital and 
print) 
 
Personal responses, expressing ideas 
and feelings about the media work 
they view and produce 

Audience behaviour (being quiet 
during a performance; clapping 
after a performance) 
 
Places and occasions where 
different types of music are 
experienced and performed 
 
Personal responses expressing ideas 
and feelings about the music they 
listen to and make 

Appreciation of different types of 
artwork, and where and how it is 
displayed 
 

Personal opinions, feelings and 
ideas about artwork they view and 
make  
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

The Arts: Year 2 

Exploring ideas and 
improvising with ways 
to represent ideas 

Exploration, improvisation and 
organisation of movement ideas to 
create a dance, demonstrating a 
beginning and ending 

Use of dramatic action to sequence 
events communicating an idea, 
message or story 

Exploration of character and setting 
in familiar stories in different media 
types 
 
Use of familiar and unfamiliar 
contemporary signs and symbols, 
including logos and icons, to create 
meaning for a purpose in a variety of 
contexts 

Exploration of, and experimentation 
with, the elements of music through 
movement, body percussion, singing 
and playing instruments to create 
music ideas 
 
Communication and recording of 
music ideas using graphic and/or 
standard notation, dynamics and 
relevant technology 

Exploration of, and experimentation 
with, the visual art elements of 
shape, line, colour, space and 
texture and how these are used in 
the environment 
 
Experimentation with, and use of 
materials, media and/or 
technologies when creating artwork 

Developing skills and 
processes 

Exploration of, and experimentation 
with, three (3) elements of dance 

 Body: 
 body awareness (awareness of 

body in space in relation to 
objects) 

  body zones (whole body 
movements, moving different 
parts of the body) 

  body bases (feet, knees) 

 Space: 
 levels (medium, low, high) 
 direction (forward, backward) 
  personal space and general 

space 
 dimensions (big, small) 
 shape (straight, curved, angular, 

twisted, closed, circular, 
symmetry to asymmetry) 

 pathways (in the air with the 
arms, under, over) 

 Time: 
 tempo (fast, slow, slowing 

down, speeding up) 
to create dance 

 

Exploration and experimentation of 
four (4) elements of drama: 

 voice (loud, soft, varying loud and 
soft; pace and pitch) 

 movement (big, small; use of facial 
expressions; gestures; posture) 

 role (fictional character; listening 
and responding in role) 

 situation (establishing a fictional 
setting and relating to it in role) 

to create drama 
 

Development of drama to 
communicate important personal 
events or fictional stories using 
objects, puppets, images and/or 
available technologies 
 
Improvisation skills (establishing a 
situation) to develop dramatic action 
and ideas 

Exploration and experimentation 
with the codes and conventions of 
media: 

 technical (capturing, selecting and 
arranging images) 

 symbolic (objects, colour, setting) 

 audio (selecting and capturing 
sounds to create a mood or 
feeling; loudness and softness) 

 written (selecting, arranging and 
editing text to organise important 
features of an idea or story) 

to produce media work 
 

Development and consolidation of 
aural and theory skills by exploring 
the elements of music, including: 

  rhythm (experience and identify 
time signatures 

, , ; use bar lines as a 
division for beats; terminology 

and notation for , ) 

 tempo (changing tempos) 

 pitch (repetition, unison, small 
range of pitch patterns based on 
the pentatonic scale) 

 dynamics (getting louder, getting 
softer, very soft (pp) and very 
loud (ff)) 

 form (introduction, verse, chorus 
rounds and ostinato) 

 timbre (sound qualities of 
instruments; matching different 
sounds to specific instruments) 

 texture (melody and 
accompaniment) 

to create music 

Development of artistic skills 
through experimentation with: 

 shape (symmetrical shapes; 
simple tessellating shapes) 

 colour (warm, cool colours) 

 line (horizontal, vertical, diagonal, 
spiral; lines that show motion) 

 space (overlapping to show 
depth; horizon line) 

 texture (different man-made and 
natural materials) 

to create artwork 
 
Experimentation with techniques 
and art processes such as painting, 
printmaking and mixed media 
 

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=role
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=role
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Developing skills and 
processes 

Locomotor (walking, skipping, 
running) and non-locomotor 
(twisting, bending, turning, swaying) 
movements to develop control, 
posture, strength, balance and 
coordination 
 
Safe dance practices, including being 
aware of the dance space boundaries 
when involved in dance lessons or 
rehearsals 

    

Sharing the arts 
through performance, 
presentation or display 
for an audience 

Performance of dance to an 
audience that communicates an idea 
demonstrating a beginning and 
ending 
 
Performance skills (holding starting 
and ending positions) and 
acknowledging the audience when 
presenting dance 

Performance of drama to an 
audience demonstrating story 
structures to set the scene, link 
action and create an ending 
 
Performance skills (suitable openings 
and conclusions to performances, 
appropriate stage crosses) when 
sharing drama with familiar 
audiences 

Production of media work conveying 
a story or a section of a story with 
character and setting using audio 
and/or visual techniques 

Practise of simple songs and their  
own and others’ compositions, to 
perform for different audiences 
 
Development of performance skills 
(singing in tune, moving and playing 
classroom instruments with correct 
timing and technique) 

Use of visual art elements and 
techniques, to create 2D and 3D 
artwork, to communicate ideas and 
messages to an audience 
 
Presentation and display of artwork 

Responding to and 
interpreting the arts 

Audience behaviour (being attentive, 
responding appropriately) when 
students view different dance styles 
 
Reasons why people dance 
 
Personal responses to the elements 
of body, space and time in dances 
they view and make 

Audience behaviour (responding to 
interactive elements) where students 
view drama that uses different styles 
and unfamiliar stories 
 
Reasons why people make drama 
 
Personal responses using the 
elements of voice and movement in 
drama they view and make 

Different media types use specific 
features to communicate to different 
audiences 
 
Personal responses, identifying 
interests and preferences in media 
work they view and produce 

Audience behaviour (responding 
appropriately in a given context) 
 
Reasons why people make music in 
different places and for different 
occasions 
 
Responses that identify specific 
elements of music and how they 
communicate mood and meaning 

Appreciation of the choices made 
when creating and displaying 
artwork 
 
Personal responses, identifying 
elements of shape, line, colour, 
space and texture in artwork they 
view and make 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

The Arts: Year 3 

Exploring ideas and 
improvising with ways 
to represent ideas 

Exploration, improvisation and 
selection of movement ideas to 
create a dance that has a narrative 
structure 
 

 

Improvised and devised drama based 
on narrative structures in familiar 
drama styles 

Exploration of how sequenced 
images, audio and text can be used 
to tell a story or convey a message 
 
Exploration of how fictional 
characters are represented in stories 

Improvisation with the elements of 
music to create music ideas 
 
Communication and recording of 
music ideas using graphic and/or 
standard notation, dynamics, 
terminology and relevant 
technology 

Exploration of artwork from other 
cultures, such as styles and symbols 
of Indigenous Australian and Asian 
cultures 
 
Exploration of visual art elements, in 
conjunction with different materials, 
media and/or technologies, when 
creating artwork 

Developing skills and 
processes 

Exploration of, and experimentation 
with, four (4) elements of dance 
(BEST) 

 Body: 
 body parts (gestures) 
  body zones (front, back, 

sideways) 
  body bases (feet, knees, hands) 

 Energy: 
 controlling and combining 

different movement qualities  
(sharp to soft, floppy to stiff) 

 Space: 
 levels (medium, low, high) 
 direction (forward, backward, 

diagonal) 
 personal space and general 

space 
 dimensions (big, small, narrow, 

wide) 
 shape (straight, curved, angular, 

twisted, closed, circular, 
symmetry to asymmetry, 
angular to curved) 

 pathways (in the air with the 
arms, under, over, on the floor) 

Exploration and experimentation of 
seven (7) elements of drama: 

 voice (loud, soft, varying loud and 
soft; pitch variation; pace; volume) 

 movement (facial expressions and 
gestures to create belief in 
character and situation) 

 role (taking on the point of view of 
a fictional character; listening and 
responding in role; adopting a role 
and maintaining focus) 

 situation (establishing and 
sustaining a fictional setting) 

 space (establishing a clear setting) 

 character (communicating 
character traits; developing 
relationships between characters) 

 time (sense of time to create 
belief in drama) 

when creating improvised or devised 
drama 
 
Improvisation skills (breaking 
patterns) to develop drama 

Exploration and experimentation 
with the codes and conventions of 
media: 

 technical (sequencing and editing 
images to organise events in a 
story; camera shots (close-up); 
camera angles (low angle)) 

 symbolic (objects, colour, setting, 
using costumes and props to 
represent familiar people as 
fictional characters) 

 audio (loudness and softness; 
music to convey a mood; sound 
effects) 

 written (selecting, arranging and 
editing text to organise important 
features of an idea or story) 

when producing media work 

Development and consolidation of 
aural and theory skills, including: 

 rhythm (simple time signatures, 

standard notation: , , 

, , ) 

 tempo (changing tempos; 
terminology (allegro, largo, 
moderato)) 

 pitch (staff; treble clef; melodic 
shape) 

 dynamics (terminology and 
symbols forte (f), piano (p), 
crescendo, decrescendo) 

 form (binary (AB); repeat sign 
(:ll)) 

 timbre (how sounds are produced 
on different instruments, 
differentiate between two 
instruments when played 
together) 

 texture (two rhythmic or melodic 
patterns played together) 

to create and perform music 

 

Development of artistic processes 
and techniques to explore visual 
conventions through: 

 shape (asymmetrical shapes; 
composite shapes; space around 
shapes; organic) 

 colour (tints – mixing white; 
shades – adding black) 

 line (thick, thin, dashed, 
continuous, broken) 

 space (simple perspective – 
foreground, middle-ground, 
background) 

 texture (etching by scratching 
through surfaces; texture quality 
– matte, sheen) 

to create artwork 
 
Experimentation with a variety of 
techniques and use of art processes, 
such as weaving, photomontage or 
painting in artwork 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Developing skills and 
processes 

 Time: 
 tempo (fast, slow, slowing 

down, speeding up) 
 rhythm (regular, irregular) 

to create dance 
 
Combinations of fundamental 
movement skills that develop body 
awareness, coordination, control and 
balance 
 
Safe dance practices, including 
following warming-up and  
cooling down procedures 

    

Sharing the arts 
through performance, 
presentation or display 
for an audience 

Rehearsal processes (including 
practising) to improve dance 
performance 
 
Performance skills (entering and 
leaving the performance space on 
cue) and acknowledging the 
audience when presenting dance  

Rehearsal processes (to improve the 
flow of the performance) to support 
audience engagement 
 
Performance skills and audience 
awareness (where performers use 
focus and control) when performing 
drama styles 

Production of media work, using 
codes and conventions to enhance 
the story or message for an intended 
audience 

Application of teacher directed 
rehearsal processes to improve 
music performances and engage an 
audience 
 
Development of performance skills  
(singing in tune, playing classroom 
instruments with correct timing and 
technique, incorporating some 
dynamics) 

Presentation of an idea to an 
audience and reflection of the visual 
art elements and materials used in 
artwork 
 
Presentation and consideration of 
where and how artwork is displayed 

Responding to and 
interpreting the arts 

Appropriate responses to, and 
respect for, dance of others’ as 
performers and audience members 
 
Purpose of dance from different 
times 
 
Responses that involve identifying 
and reflecting on the use of the 
elements of dance, in their dance 
and the dance of others’, using 
dance terminology 

Appropriate responses to, and 
respect for, drama of others as 
performers and audience members 
 
Features of drama in different 
cultures and places 
 
Responses that involve identifying 
and reflecting on the use of the 
elements of drama, using drama 
terminology 

Appropriate responses to, and 
respect for, media work from 
different social, cultural and/or 
historical contexts 
 
Responses that involve identifying 
and reflecting on, the use of codes 
and conventions of media in their 
own and others’ media work, using 
media terminology 

Responses to, and respect for, the 
music of others as performers and 
audience members 
 
Reasons why people make music 
across different places, events or 
occasions 
 
Responses that identify how the 
elements of music combine to 
communicate ideas, mood and 
meaning 

Appreciation and respect for a 
variety of artwork 
 
Personal responses discussing the 
use of visual art elements in their 
own and other’s artwork, and 
identifying meaning in artwork from 
other cultures 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

The Arts: Year 4 

Exploring ideas and 
improvising with ways 
to represent ideas 

Exploration, improvisation, selection 
and combination of movements to 
create a dance that expresses an 
idea or message 

Improvised and devised drama based 
on narrative structures in selected 
drama styles 

Exploration of how narrative 
structures are used to tell a story or 
convey a message with a beginning, 
middle and end 
 
Manipulation of familiar settings to 
create fictional settings 

Improvisation with the elements of 
music to create a simple 
composition 
 
Communication and recording of 
music ideas using graphic and/or 
standard notation, dynamics, 
terminology, and relevant 
technology 

Exploration of artwork from varying 
times and cultures that represent 
different styles, such as realistic, 
narrative and abstract 
 
Use of visual art elements and 
selection of materials, media and/or 
technologies to create specific 
artwork 

Developing skills and 
processes 

Integration of the four (4) elements 
of dance (BEST) 

 Body: 
 body parts (gestures) 
  body zones (front, back, 

sideways, cross-lateral) 
  body bases (feet, knees, hands, 

buttocks) 

 Energy: 
 controlling and combining 

different movement qualities 
(sharp to soft, floppy to stiff, 
smooth to jagged) 

 force (strong to gentle) 

 Space: 
 levels (medium, low, high, 

moving between levels) 
 direction (forward, backward, 

diagonal, circular) 
  personal space and general 

space 
 positive and negative space 
 dimensions (big, small, narrow, 

wide) 
 shape (straight, curved, angular, 

twisted, closed, circular, 
symmetry to asymmetry, 
angular to curved) 

Exploration and experimentation of 
eight (8) elements of drama: 

 voice (loud, soft, varying loud and 
soft; pitch variation; pace; volume) 

 movement (facial expressions and 
gestures to create belief in 
character and situation) 

 role (taking on the point of view of 
a fictional character; listening and 
responding in role; adopting a role 
and maintaining focus) 

 situation (establishing and 
sustaining a fictional setting) 

 space (establishing a clear setting) 

 character (communicating 
character traits; developing 
relationships between characters) 

 time (sense of time to create 
belief in drama) 

 relationships (how relationships 
influence character development) 

when creating improvised or devised 
drama 
 
Improvisation skills (working with 
complications) to develop drama 

Exploration and experimentation 
with the codes and conventions of 
media: 

 technical (sequencing and editing 
images to organise events in a 
story; camera shots (close-up, long 
shot); camera angles (low angle, 
high angle)) 

 symbolic (using costumes and 
props to represent people as 
fictional and/or non-fictional 
characters; manipulating familiar 
places to create fictional settings) 

 audio (loudness and softness; 
music to convey a mood; sound 
effects) 

 written (selecting, arranging and 
editing text to organise important 
features of an idea or story) 

when producing media work 

Development and consolidation of 
aural and theory skills, including: 

 rhythm (dotted minim ) 

 tempo (changing tempos; 
terminology (presto, andante, 
adagio, allegretto)) 

 pitch (intervals (recognising leaps 
and steps, pentatonic scale)) 

 dynamics (terminology and 
symbols pianissimo (pp), 
fortissimo (ff)); expressive devices 
(smoothly, short, detached) 

 form (ternary (ABA); bridge; coda) 

 timbre (instrument groups 
(e.g. strings, woodwind, brass, 
percussion), differentiate 
between two or more 
instruments when played 
together) 

 texture (two or more rhythmic or 
melodic patterns played together) 

to compose and perform music 
 

Development of artistic processes 
and techniques to explore visual 
conventions through: 

 shape (open, closed; abstract; 
view from top, side, bottom; 
positive, negative) 

 colour (monochromatic – all the 
colours of a single hue; colours of 
varying intensity) 

 line (shows an edge line to 
indicate emotion; lines of various 
weights) 

 space (geometric, organic; 
diminishing perspective) 

 texture (piercing, pinching, 
pressing, embossing, scoring) 

 value (mixing of shades) 
to create artwork 
 
Use of techniques, art processes and 
exploration of art forms such as 
monoprinting, sculpture or ceramics  
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Developing skills and 
processes 

 pathways (in the air with the 
arms, under, over, on the floor) 

 Time: 
 tempo (fast, slow, slowing 

down, speeding up) 
 rhythm (regular, irregular) 
 stillness (pausing, freezing, 

holding a shape then continuing 
dance sequence) 

to create dance 
 
Use of the choreographic devices of 
repetition and contrast when 
organising dance sequences 

 
Combinations of fundamental 
movement skills that develop body 
awareness, coordination, control, 
balance and strength  

 
Safe dance practice of body 
protection strategies including 
hydration, appropriate clothing and 
footwear when participating in a 
dance lesson 

    

Sharing the arts 
through performance, 
presentation or display 
for an audience 

Rehearsal processes (including 
practising and applying feedback) to 
improve dance performance  

 
Performance skills (using facial 
expressions) and acknowledging 
audience when presenting dance  

Rehearsal processes (to improve 
transitions between scenes) to 
enhance audience engagement 

 
Performance skills and audience 
awareness (where the performers 
use focus and control) when 
performing drama styles 

Uses narrative structures to produce 
fictional and non-fictional media 
work to engage an audience 

 
Protocols (permission for images of 
individuals to be used) in media work 

Application of specific rehearsal 
processes to improve music 
performance and engage an 
audience 
 
Development of performance skills  
(singing in tune, playing classroom 
instruments with correct timing and 
technique, incorporating some 
dynamics; maintaining own part at 
correct pitch and tempo when 
performing with others) 

Presentation of a message to an 
audience and reflection of the visual 
art elements and materials used in 
artwork 
 
Presentation and display of artwork 
with consideration of visual 
appeal/aesthetics 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Responding to and 
interpreting the arts 

Considered responses to, and 
respect for, the dance of others as 
performers and audience members 
 
Purpose of dance from different 
cultures 
 
Responses that involve identifying 
and reflecting on how the elements 
of dance in their own and others’ 
dance are used to communicate 
meaning, using dance terminology 

Considered responses to, and 
respect for, the drama of others as 
performers and audience members 
 
Ideas in drama from different 
cultures 
 
Responses that involve identifying 
and reflecting on the meaning and 
purpose of their own and others’ 
drama, using drama terminology 

Considered responses to, and 
respect for, a variety of media from 
different social, cultural and/or 
historical contexts 
 
Responses that involve identifying 
and reflecting on the meaning and 
purpose of their own and others’ 
media work, using media 
terminology 

Responses to, and respect for, the 
music of others as performers and 
audience members 
 
Reasons why and how people make 
music across different cultures, 
events or occasions 
 
Responses that identify and 
describe how the elements of music 
are combined and used to 
communicate ideas, mood and 
meaning 

Appreciation and respect for a range 
of artwork from different social, 
cultural and historical contexts 
 
Responses to their own and others’ 
artwork, reflecting on meaning 
using visual art terminology 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

The Arts: Year 5 

Exploring ideas and 
improvising with ways 
to represent ideas 

Exploration, improvisation, selection 
and combination of movements to 
choreograph dance based on an 
idea/theme 

Dramatic structures to sequence 
how a story is opened, how events 
are presented (mood and tension 
elements) and key details to help the 
audience understand dramatic 
meaning 

Exploration of how narrative 
structures are used to communicate 
ideas to an audience for a purpose 
 
Exploration of stories from a specific 
point of view 

Improvisation with and organisation 
of the elements of music to create 
simple compositions 
 
Communication and recording of 
music ideas using graphic and 
standard notation, dynamics, 
terminology and relevant 
technology 

Exploration of artwork from various 
artists and different approaches 
used to communicate ideas, beliefs 
and opinions 
 

Exploration of the influences of 
other artists, and selection of visual 
art elements, materials, media 
and/or technologies, to enhance 
their own artwork 

Developing skills and 
processes 

Integration of the four (4) elements 
of dance (BEST) 

 Body: 
 body parts (gestures) 
 body actions (arm and leg 

gestures that lead toward, away 
from and around) 

 body zones (front, back, 
sideways, cross-lateral) 

 body bases (feet, knees, hands, 
buttocks) 

 Energy: 
 controlling and combining 

different movement qualities 
(sharp to soft, floppy to stiff, 
smooth to jagged)  

 force (strong to gentle) 
 weight (heavy, light) 

 Space: 
 levels (medium, low, high, 

moving between levels) 
 direction (forward, backward, 

diagonal, circular) 
 group formations (small or large 

groups of dancers in lines, 
circles, diagonals, clusters, 
squares) throughout the space 

 personal space and general 
space 

 positive and negative space 
 

Experimentation and refinement of 
ten (10) elements of drama: 

 voice (loud, soft, varying loud and 
soft; pitch variation; pace; volume; 
clarity) 

 movement (facial expressions and 
gestures to create belief in 
character and situation) 

 role (taking on the point of view of 
a fictional character; listening and 
responding in role; adopting a role 
and maintaining focus) 

 situation (establishing and 
sustaining a fictional setting) 

 space (establishing a clear setting) 

 character (communicating 
character traits; developing 
relationships between characters) 

 time (sense of time to create 
belief in drama) 

 tension (factors that contribute to 
suspense in stories; tension in 
characters’ relationships) 

 mood (describes the feelings and 
attitudes, often combined of the 
roles or characters involved in 
dramatic action) 

 relationships (how relationships 
influence character development) 

when creating improvised, devised 
or scripted drama 

Exploration and experimentation 
with the codes and conventions of 
media: 

 technical (sequencing and editing 
images to support particular 
purposes; camera shots (close-up, 
mid-shot, long shot); camera 
angles (low angle, high angle, 
eye-level)) 

 symbolic (using costumes and 
props to represent people as 
fictional and/or non-fictional 
characters; manipulating familiar 
places to create fictional settings; 
consideration of natural light to 
enhance a shot) 

 audio (loudness and softness; 
music to convey a mood; sound 
effects) 

 written (selecting text to 
strengthen meaning or create 
point of view) 

when producing media work 

Development and consolidation of 
aural and theory skills, including: 

 rhythm (simple time: , 

, minim rest ; 

compound time:  

, , ) 

 tempo (changing tempos; 
terminology (accelerando, 
ritardando/rallentando)) 

 pitch (intervals (tones, 
semitones); major scale; tonality: 
pentatonic and major) 

 dynamics (terminology and 
symbols mezzo piano (mp), mezzo 
forte (mf)); expressive devices 
(legato, staccato)) 

 form (rondo (ABACA); riff) 

 timbre (instrumental and vocal 
ensembles (e.g. rock band, 
orchestra, jazz band, different 
tone colour for particular 
purposes)) 

 texture (individual layers of sound 
(e.g. bass line, harmony line)) 

to compose and perform music 
 

Development and application of 
artistic techniques and processes 
with: 

 shape (convex, concave) 

 colour (expressive colours, 
natural colours) 

 line (implied lines for movement 
and depth) 

 space (shading – creating illusion 
of depth) 

 texture (textures created with a 
variety of tools, materials and 
techniques; patterning) 

 value (gradations of value) 
to create artwork 
 
Use of techniques, art processes, 
and experimentation with art forms, 
such as digital imaging, screen 
printing or illustration 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Developing skills and 
processes 

 dimensions (big, small, narrow, 
wide) 

 shape (straight, curved, angular, 
twisted, closed, circular, 
symmetry to asymmetry, 
angular to curved) 

 pathways (in the air with the 
arms, under, over, on the floor) 

 Time: 
 tempo (fast, slow, slowing 

down, speeding up) 
 rhythm (regular, irregular) 
 stillness (pausing, freezing, 

holding a shape then continuing 
dance sequence) 

 duration (long and short 
movements) 

 acceleration/deceleration 
to choreograph dance 
 
Use of the choreographic devices of 
repetition, contrast and unison when 
choreographing group dance 

 
Combinations of increasingly 
complex fundamental movement 
skills incorporating directional 
changes that develop body 
awareness, coordination, control, 
balance, strength and accuracy 

 
Safe dance practices, including 
knowing their own body capabilities 
when participating in dance lessons 
or rehearsals 

 
Improvisation skills (creating climax 
and dénouement) to enhance drama 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Sharing the arts 
through performance, 
presentation or display 
for an audience 

Rehearsal processes (giving and 
receiving feedback and working 
together) to improve dance 
performance 
 
Performance skills (including using 
facial expressions, and focus) and 
acknowledging the audience when 
presenting dance  

Rehearsal processes (giving and 
receiving feedback; working 
together) to improve drama to 
engage an intended audience 
 
Performance skills and audience 
awareness (where the performers 
control the focus) to convey meaning 
to the audience 

Uses narrative structures to 
communicate a point of view for an 
intended audience 
 
Protocols (permission for images and 
videos of individuals to be used) in 
media work 

Application of rehearsal processes 
to improve music performances and 
sustain audience engagement 
 
Development of performance skills  
(singing in tune, playing a variety of 
classroom instruments with correct 
timing and technique, incorporating 
some dynamics; maintaining own 
part at correct pitch and tempo 
when performing with others) 

Presentation and reflection of ideas, 
feelings and opinions in artwork, 
including consideration of audience 
and feedback 
 
Presentation and display of artwork 
to enhance visual appeal/aesthetics 

Responding to and 
interpreting the arts 

The characteristics of dance from 
different cultures 
 
Responses that explain how the 
elements of dance and 
choreographic devices are used to 
communicate meaning in dance, 
using dance terminology 

The role of drama in different 
cultures and times 
 
Responses that explain the purpose 
of drama and how the elements of 
drama are used to communicate 
meaning, using drama terminology 

The role of media in different 
cultures and times 
 
Responses that involve identifying 
and describing how the codes and 
conventions are used to 
communicate meaning and create 
point of view 

Responses to and contributions as 
performers and audience members, 
appropriate to culture or context 
 
Role of music from different times 
and cultures 
 
Responses that identify and 
describe how the elements of music 
work together to convey meaning 
and purpose, using music 
terminology 

Appreciation of the role of art from 
different times and cultures, and 
consideration of how the artist’s 
perspective is reflected in the 
artwork 
 
Responses that identify and 
describe, using visual art 
terminology, how visual art 
elements and techniques are used 
to communicate meaning and 
purpose in artwork 
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 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

The Arts: Year 6 

Exploring ideas and 
improvising with ways 
to represent ideas 

Exploration, improvisation and 
experimentation of movement ideas 
to choreograph dance that explores 
character/mood and communicates 
meaning 

Dramatic action (the driving force 
and forward motion of drama to 
create dramatic meaning) driven by 
narrative structure and dramatic 
tension 

Exploration of how narrative 
structures and tension engage an 
audience 
 

Exploration of stories and ideas from 
different viewpoints 

Improvisation with, and 
manipulation of, the elements of 
music to create simple compositions 
and arrangements, imitating some 
characteristics of musical styles 
 

Communication and recording of 
music ideas using standard notation, 
dynamics and expressive devices, 
terminology and relevant 
technology 

Exploration of artwork inspired by 
observation or imagination from 
various artists and cultures that use 
materials and techniques to 
enhance the artist’s belief or 
viewpoint 
 

Application of visual art elements 
and selection of materials, media 
and/or technologies, to 
communicate an idea, belief or 
viewpoint 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Developing skills and 
processes 

Selection and integration of the four 
(4) elements of dance (BEST) 

 Body: 
 body parts (gestures) 
 body actions (arm and leg 

gestures that lead toward, away 
from and around) 

 body zones (front, back, 
sideways, cross-lateral) 

 body bases (feet, knees, hands, 
buttocks) 

 Energy: 
 controlling and combining 

different movement qualities 
(sharp to soft, floppy to stiff 
smooth to jagged) 

 force (strong to gentle) 
 weight (heavy, light) 
 flow (connection of movements, 

tight and contained or freely 
moving) 

 Space: 
 levels (medium, low, high, 

moving between levels) 
 direction (forward and 

backward, diagonal, circular)  
 group formations (small or large 

groups of dancers in lines, 
circles, diagonals, clusters, 
squares) throughout the space 

 personal space and general 
space 

Experimentation and refinement of 
ten (10) elements of drama: 

 voice (loud, soft, varying loud 
and soft; pitch variation; pace; 
volume; clarity; projection) 

 movement (facial expressions 
and gestures to create belief in 
character and situation) 

 role (taking on the point of view 
of a fictional character; listening 
and responding in role; 
adopting a role and maintaining 
focus) 

 situation (establishing and 
sustaining a fictional setting) 

 space (establishing a clear 
setting) 

 character (communicating 
character traits; developing 
relationships between 
characters) 

 time (sense of time to create 
belief in drama) 

 tension (factors that contribute 
to suspense in stories; tension 
in characters’ relationships) 

 mood (describes the feelings 
and attitudes, often combined 
of the roles or characters 
involved in dramatic action) 

 relationships (how relationships 
influence character 
development) 

when creating improvised, devised 
or scripted drama 

 
Script formatting and conventions, 
including planning and 
documentation 
 

Improvisation skills (finding a 
resolution and signalling a 
conclusion) to enhance drama 

Exploration and experimentation 
with the codes and conventions of 
media: 

 technical (sequencing and editing 
images to support particular 
purposes; camera shots (close-up, 
mid-shot, long shot); camera 
angles (low angle, high angle, eye 
level)) 

 symbolic (using costumes and 
props to represent people as 
fictional and/or non-fictional 
characters; manipulating familiar 
places to create fictional settings; 
manipulating natural light to 
enhance a shot; using body 
language to create meaning) 

 audio (loudness and softness; 
music to convey a mood; sound 
effects) 

 written (selecting text to 
strengthen a viewpoint and 
engage an audience) 

when producing media work 

Development and consolidation of 
aural and theory skills, including: 

 rhythm (simple time, compound 

time: , ,

) 

 tempo (changing tempos; 
terminology) 

 pitch (intervals occurring in 
scales); tonality: minor 

 dynamics (terminology and 
symbols); expressive devices 
(accents) 

 form 

 timbre (individual instruments 
within ensembles and instrument 
groups; acoustic and electronic 
sounds) 

 texture (layers of sound) 
to compose and perform music 
 

Development and application of 
artistic techniques and processes 
with: 

 shape (exaggerated proportions; 
motifs; fonts) 

 colour (colour wheel; tertiary 
colour) 

 line (lines that create an illusion) 

 space (focal point and  
one-point perspective; basic facial 
proportions; horizontal and 
vertical symmetry) 

 texture (real and simulated) 

 value (highlights; shadows; form) 
to create artwork 
 
Use of a variety of techniques, art 
processes and art forms, such as 
digital imaging, lino printing or 
stencils to suit purpose 
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Developing skills and 
processes 

 positive and negative space 
 dimensions (big, small, narrow, 

wide) 
 shape (straight, curved, angular, 

twisted, closed, circular, 
symmetry to asymmetry, 
angular to curved, centre,  
off-centre, complementary, 
contrasting) 

 pathways (in the air with the 
arms, under, over, on the floor) 

 Time: 
 tempo (fast, slow, slowing 

down, speeding up) 
 rhythm (regular, irregular) 
 stillness (pausing, freezing, 

holding a shape then continuing 
dance sequence) 

 duration (long and short 
movements) 

 acceleration/deceleration 
 accent (emphasis placed on a 

movement) 
to choreograph dance 
 
Use of the choreographic devices of 
repetition, contrast, unison and 
canon when choreographing group 
dance 

 
Combinations of increasingly 
complex fundamental movement 
skills, incorporating directional and 
spatial changes that develop body 
awareness, coordination, control, 
balance, strength, and accuracy 

 
Safe dance practices, including 
knowing their own body capabilities 
when participating in dance lessons 
or rehearsals 
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THE ARTS– Scope and sequence P–6 

 Dance Drama Media Arts Music Visual Arts 

Sharing the arts 
through performance, 
presentation or display 
for an audience 

Rehearsal processes (applying 
feedback) to improve dance 
performance 
 
Performance skills (including using 
focus, clarity of movement and facial 
expressions) to reflect 
character/mood and acknowledging 
the audience when presenting dance 

Rehearsal processes (the 
consideration of feedback) to 
improve drama performances to 
engage an audience 
 
Performance skills and audience 
awareness (where performers make 
connections and build trust with the 
audience) 

Uses narrative structures to create 
tension and engage an audience 
 
Uses different viewpoints in story 
making to engage an audience 
 
Protocols (permission for images and 
videos of individuals to be used, use 
of borrowed materials) in media 
work 

Application of appropriate rehearsal 
processes to improve musical 
performances and sustain and 
enhance audience engagement 
 
Development of performance skills  
(singing in tune, playing a variety of 
instruments with correct timing and 
technique, incorporating dynamics; 
maintaining and balancing their own 
part at correct pitch and tempo 
when performing with others) 
 

Presentation and reflection of ideas, 
feelings, beliefs and viewpoints 
expressed in artwork, including 
consideration of audience and 
feedback 
 
Consideration of how to display 
artwork to enhance visual 
appeal/aesthetics and meaning 

Responding to and 
interpreting the arts 

Factors that influence dance in 
particular cultures, times and 
contexts 
 
Responses that explain how the 
elements of dance, choreographic 
devices and design concepts 
(lighting, costumes, props, set) are 
used to communicate meaning in 
dance, using dance terminology 

Factors that influence drama in 
different cultures, times and 
contexts 
 
Responses that explain how the 
elements of drama and production 
elements are used to communicate 
meaning in drama, using drama 
terminology 

Regulation and ethical behaviour in 
media, including the role of 
organisations and communities 
 
Factors that influence media in 
different cultures and times 
 
Responses that involve describing 
how codes and narrative conventions 
communicate meaning, using media 
terminology 

Responses to and contributions as 
performers and audience members, 
appropriate to culture and/or 
context 
 
Factors that influence musical styles 
in particular cultures, times and 
contexts 
 
Responses that identify and explain 
how the use and combination of the 
elements of music define a 
particular style or context, using 
relevant music terminology 

Appreciation of diverse 
interpretations/readings of an 
artwork by different audiences 
 

Personal responses, using visual art 
terminology, about how visual art 
elements, techniques and symbolic 
meaning communicate ideas and 
messages; and identifying factors 
that influence artwork from 
different social, cultural and 
historical times 

 


